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WHAT IS AN ANIMAL? 

Editor of the "School Review." 

Recently, while teaching biology in a secondary school, I received 
some rather curious answers to the question, — "What is your idea of an 
animal?" — a question I put to the class at the time of the first meet- 
ing. They all showed a decided uncertainty as to the scope of the 
term "animal," a tendency not uncommon in older people. For I 
remember a person once insisting, referring to lobsters, star-fish, clams, 
and the like, that " they were not animals, they were fishes. Some of 
the answers received are almost equal in originality to, and are perhaps 
fully as scientific as the famous old definition of man, "a two legged 
animal without feathers." 

For example take these. How far from gratifying the logical con- 
clusion! "An animal is a beast." "An animal is a human being." In 
the next we have suggested the theory of degeneration. It states that 
"an animal is an inferior species of man." 

The following need no comment : 

"An animal is a living creature having hands or feet or both." 

" An animal is a creature having four limbs and a complete anatomy." 

"An animal is a combination of flesh and bones and is supposed to 
be an inhabitant of the earth." 

" An animal is something with four feet and possesses a brain of no 
consequence." 

"An animal is a living creature that is not stationary. Something 
that has to hunt for its food." 

Here is one that is especially curious. Is not the doctrine of the- 
osophy involved ? " An animal, in my idea, is considered only a dif- 
ferent specimen of humanity, different from persons in that it is dumb 
and differently shaped." 

Here are two others: "An animal is a thing with life, that is larger 
than an insect and is not human." "An animal is an object having 
life, movement and intelligence. Nearly all have seven senses, tasting, 
feeling, smelling, seeing, hearing, common sense and nonsense." 
Finally this one : " An animal is a being created with life belonging to 
the animal kingdom." Who would say that this was wrong? 

F. Colby-Lucas 
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